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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The application has been examined. Claims 1-27 are pending in this office 
action. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 25 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 25 is a duplicate of claim 24 and does not further limit the independent 
claim 23 in any way different from claim 24. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dutta et al. ('Dutta' herein after) (US 2002/0073075 A1) further in view of "Searching 
Social Networks" by Bin Yu and Munindar P. Singh ('Bin' herein after). 

With respect to claim 1, 

Dutta discloses a method for filtering Internet content, the method comprising: 
- receiving a search query message comprising a search query to an Internet 
search engine (paragraph 0061, Dutta); 
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- receiving data from the Internet search engine, the data being responsive to 
the search query message (paragraph 0060, Dutta); 

- filtering the data to produce a data subset, the filter selecting data for 
inclusion in the data subset based upon occurrence of the data in a database 
(paragraphs 0063 - 0064, Dutta); the database comprising content selected 
for inclusion by designated users; and 

- displaying the data subset in a browser (figure 5B, Dutta). 

Dutta however does not disclose the designated users explicitly as claimed. 

Bin teaches the content inclusion based on the designated users explained as a 
referral system maintaining a social network (page 66 section 2 Referral Systems, Bin). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing at 
the time of the present invention to combine the teachings of cited references because 
both the references work towards producing accurate and relevant query results 
efficiently. Furthermore, the content inclusion based on the designated users would 
definitely provide more accurate results to queries (page 65 section 1 Introduction 
paragraphs 2-4, Bin). Also, the collaborative filtering functions towards effective and 
efficient results (page 71 section 5.3 Matchmaking Systems paragraph 4, Bin). 

5. Claims 2 - 4 are rejected under the same rationale given for claim 1. The 
citations of the elements claimed and taught are listed below. 



With respect to claim 2, 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/783,575 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2166 

Dutta discloses the method of claim 1 , the filtering being further based upon the 
occurrence the search query in the database (paragraphs 0063 and 0070, Dutta). 

With respect to claim 3, 

Bin teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the designated users are users 
designated based upon a role (page 66 section 2 Referral Systems paragraph 1 , Bin). 

With respect to claim 4, 

Bin teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the designated users are users 
designated based upon personal familiarity (page 66 section 2 Referral Systems 
paragraphs 1 - 3, Bin). 

With respect to claim 5, 

Dutta discloses a computer program product on a computer readable medium for 
use in a distributed data processing system for searching for information within the 
distributed data processing system, the computer program product comprising: 

- instructions for receiving a search query message comprising a search query 
to an Internet search engine (paragraph 0061, Dutta); 

- instructions for receiving data from the Internet search engine, the data being 
responsive to the search query message (paragraph 0060, Dutta); 

- instructions for filtering the data to produce a data subset, the filter selecting 
data for inclusion in the data subset based upon occurrence of the data in a 
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database (paragraphs 0063 - 0064, Dutta); the database comprising content 
selected for inclusion by designated users; and 

- instructions for displaying the data subset in a browser (figure 5B, Dutta). 

Dutta however does not disclose the designated users explicitly as claimed. 

Bin teaches the content inclusion based on the designated users explained as a 
referral system maintaining a social network (page 66 section 2 Referral Systems, Bin). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing at 
the time of the present invention to combine the teachings of cited references because 
both the references work towards producing accurate and relevant query results 
efficiently. Furthermore, the content inclusion based on the designated users would 
definitely provide more accurate results to queries (page 65 section 1 Introduction 
paragraphs 2-4, Bin). Also, the collaborative filtering functions towards effective and 
efficient results (page 71 section 5.3 Matchmaking Systems paragraph 4, Bin). 

6. Claims 6 - 8 are rejected under the same rationale given for claim 5. The 
citations of the elements claimed and taught are listed below. 

With respect to claim 6, 

Dutta discloses the computer program product of claim 5, the instructions for 
filtering being further based upon the occurrence the search query in the database 
(paragraphs 0063 and 0070, Dutta). 
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With respect to claim 7, 

Bin teaches the computer program product of claim 5, wherein the designated 
users are users designated based upon a role (page 66 section 2 Referral Systems 
paragraph 1, Bin). 

With respect to claim 8, 

Bin teaches the computer program product of claim 5, wherein the designated 
users are users designated based upon personal familiarity (page 66 section 2 Referral 
Systems paragraphs 1-3, Bin). 

With respect to claim 9, 

Dutta discloses an apparatus for searching for information within a distributed 
data processing system, the apparatus comprising: 

- a first receiving component for receiving a search query message comprising 
a search query to an Internet search engine (paragraph 0061 , Dutta); 

- a second receiving component for receiving data from the Internet search 
engine, the data being responsive to the search query message (paragraph 
0060, Dutta); 

- a filtering component for filtering the data to produce a data subset, the filter 
selecting data for inclusion in the data subset based upon occurrence of the 
data in a database (paragraphs 0063 - 0064, Dutta); the database comprising 
content selected for inclusion by designated users; and 
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- a displaying component for displaying the data subset in a browser (figure 5B, 
Dutta). 

Dutta however does not disclose the designated users explicitly as claimed. 

Bin teaches the content inclusion based on the designated users explained as a 
referral system maintaining a social network (page 66 section 2 Referral Systems, Bin). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing at 
the time of the present invention to combine the teachings of cited references because 
both the references work towards producing accurate and relevant query results 
efficiently. Furthermore, the content inclusion based on the designated users would 
definitely provide more accurate results to queries (page 65 section 1 Introduction 
paragraphs 2-4, Bin). Also, the collaborative filtering functions towards effective and 
efficient results (page 71 section 5.3 Matchmaking Systems paragraph 4, Bin). 

7. Claims 10 - 12 are rejected under the same rationale given for claim 9. The 
citations of the elements claimed and taught are listed below. 

With respect to claim 10, 

Dutta discloses the apparatus of claim 9, the filtering component being further 
based upon the occurrence the search query in the database (paragraphs 0063 and 
0070, Dutta). 



With respect to claim 1 1 , 
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Bin teaches the apparatus of claim 9, wherein the designated users are users 
designated based upon a role (page 66 section 2 Referral Systems paragraph 1 , Bin). 

With respect to claim 12, 

Bin teaches the apparatus of claim 9, wherein the designated users are users 
designated based upon personal familiarity (page 66 section 2 Referral Systems 
paragraphs 1 - 3, Bin). 

With respect to claim 13, 

Dutta discloses a method for searching for information within a distributed data 
processing system, the method comprising: 

- receiving, at a server, a search query message comprising a search query 
from a client to an Internet search engine (paragraph 0061, Dutta); 

- performing a intersystem search of a database in accordance with the search 
query (paragraph 0059, Dutta); 

- compiling search result data from the intersystem search (paragraph 0059, 
Dutta); 

- receiving a result message from the Internet search engine (paragraphs 0060 
and 0062, Dutta); and 

- merging search result data and the result message to generate result 
information (paragraph 0064, Dutta); 

- generating a display with the result information (figure 5B, Dutta). 
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Dutta however does not disclose the designated users explicitly as claimed. 

Bin teaches the content inclusion based on the designated users explained as a 
referral system maintaining a social network (page 66 section 2 Referral Systems, Bin). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing at 
the time of the present invention to combine the teachings of cited references because 
both the references work towards producing accurate and relevant query results 
efficiently. Furthermore, the content inclusion based on the designated users would 
definitely provide more accurate results to queries (page 65 section 1 Introduction 
paragraphs 2-4, Bin). Also, the collaborative filtering functions towards effective and 
efficient results (page 71 section 5.3 Matchmaking Systems paragraph 4, Bin). 

8. Claims 14 - 17 are rejected under the same rationale given for claim 13. The 
citations of the elements claimed and taught are listed below. 

With respect to claim 14, 

Dutta discloses the method of claim 13 wherein: performing the intersystem 
search is performing the intersystem search on a hierarchical network (paragraph 0041, 
Dutta and page 65 section 1 Introduction paragraph 2, Bin). 

With respect to claim 15, 

Dutta discloses the method of claim 13 wherein: performing the intersystem 
search is performing the intersystem search on a peer-to-peer network (paragraph 
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0052, Dutta). 
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With respect to claim 16, 

Dutta discloses the method of claim 13 wherein: performing the intersystem 
search is performing the intersystem search of the database (paragraph 0059, Dutta), 
the database including identities of a plurality of selected users (page 66 section 2 
Referral Systems, Bin). 

With respect to claim 17, 

Bin teaches the method of claim 16 further comprising: filtering search result data 
according to data stored in association with the plurality of selected users (page 66 
section 2 Referral Systems, Bin). 

With respect to claim 18, 

Dutta discloses a computer program product on a computer readable medium for 
use in a distributed data processing system for searching for information within the 
distributed data processing system, the computer program product comprising: 

- instructions for receiving, at a server, a search query message comprising a 
search query from a client to an Internet search engine (paragraph 0061, 
Dutta); 

- instructions for performing a intersystem search of a database in accordance 
with the search query (paragraph 0059, Dutta); 
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- instructions for compiling search result data from the intersystem search 
(paragraph 0059, Dutta); 

- instructions for receiving a result message from the Internet search engine 
(paragraphs 0060 and 0062, Dutta); and 

- instructions for merging search result data and the result message to 
generate result information (paragraph 0064, Dutta); 

- instructions for generating a display with the result information (figure 5B, 
Dutta). 

Dutta however does not disclose the designated users explicitly as claimed. 

Bin teaches the content inclusion based on the designated users explained as a 
referral system maintaining a social network (page 66 section 2 Referral Systems, Bin). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing at 
the time of the present invention to combine the teachings of cited references because 
both the references work towards producing accurate and relevant query results 
efficiently. Furthermore, the content inclusion based on the designated users would 
definitely provide more accurate results to queries (page 65 section 1 Introduction 
paragraphs 2-4, Bin). Also, the collaborative filtering functions towards effective and 
efficient results (page 71 section 5.3 Matchmaking Systems paragraph 4, Bin). 

9. Claims 19-22, 27 are rejected under the same rationale given for claim 18. The 
citations of the elements claimed and taught are listed below. 
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With respect to claim 19, 

Dutta discloses the computer program product of claim 18 wherein: performing 
the intersystem search is performing the intersystem search on a hierarchical network 
(paragraph 0041, Dutta and page 65 section 1 Introduction paragraph 2, Bin). 

With respect to claim 20, 

Dutta discloses the computer program product of claim 18 wherein: performing 
the intersystem search is performing the intersystem search on a peer-to-peer network 
(paragraph 0052, Dutta). 

With respect to claim 21 , 

Dutta discloses the computer program product of claim 18 wherein: performing 
the intersystem search is performing the intersystem search of the database (paragraph 
0059, Dutta), the database including identities of a plurality of selected users (page 66 
section 2 Referral Systems, Bin). 

With respect to claim 22, 

The computer program product of claim 18 further comprising: instructions for 
filtering search result data according to data stored in association with the plurality of 
selected users. 



With respect to claim 23, 
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Dutta discloses an apparatus for searching for information within a distributed 
data processing system, the apparatus comprising: 

- a first receiving component for receiving, at a server, a search query message 
comprising a search query from a client to an Internet search engine 
(paragraph 0061, Dutta); 

- a searching component for performing a intersystem search of a database in 
accordance with the search query (paragraph 0059, Dutta); 

- a compiling component for compiling search result data from the intersystem 
search (paragraph 0059, Dutta); 

- a second receiving component for receiving a result message from the 
Internet search engine (paragraphs 0060 and 0062, Dutta); and 

- a composing component for merging search result data and the result 
message to generate result information (paragraph 0064, Dutta); 

- a generating component for generating a display with the result information 
(figure 5B, Dutta). 

Dutta however does not disclose the designated users explicitly as claimed. 

Bin teaches the content inclusion based on the designated users explained as a 
referral system maintaining a social network (page 66 section 2 Referral Systems, Bin). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing at 
the time of the present invention to combine the teachings of cited references because 
both the references work towards producing accurate and relevant query results 
efficiently. Furthermore, the content inclusion based on the designated users would 
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definitely provide more accurate results to queries (page 65 section 1 Introduction 
paragraphs 2-4, Bin). Also, the collaborative filtering functions towards effective and 
efficient results (page 71 section 5.3 Matchmaking Systems paragraph 4, Bin). 

10. Claims 24 - 26 are rejected under the same rationale given for claim 23. The 
citations of the elements claimed and taught are listed below. 

With respect to claim 24, 

Dutta discloses the apparatus of claim 23 wherein: the searching component for 
performing the intersystem search is performing the intersystem search on a 
hierarchical network (paragraph 0041, Dutta and page 65 section 1 Introduction 
paragraph 2, Bin). 

With respect to claim 25, 

Dutta discloses the apparatus of claim 23 wherein: the searching component for 
performing the intersystem search is performing the intersystem search on a 
hierarchical network (paragraph 0041, Dutta and page 65 section 1 Introduction 
paragraph 2, Bin). 

With respect to claim 26, 

Dutta discloses the apparatus of claim 23 wherein: the searching component for 
performing the intersystem search is performing the intersystem search of the database 
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(paragraph 0059, Dutta), the database including identities of a plurality of selected users 
(page 66 section 2 Referral Systems, Bin). 



With respect to claim 27, 

Bin teaches the computer program product of claim 18 further comprising: a 
filtering component for filtering search result data according to data stored in association 
with the plurality of selected users (page 66 section 2 Referral Systems, Bin). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Navneet K. Ahluwalia whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5636. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alam T. Hosain can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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